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historic name Rose Hill 
other names/site number 

code He county Granville 

Ownership of Property 

fXJ private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 

D building(s) 
CXI district 
Dsite 
D structure 
Dobject 

NM~t06ill~te~n~U~~{~~~1Yu!bsJTg~esources of Granville 
County, North Carollna 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

not for publication 
vicinity 

code 077 zip code.£7507 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

8 buildings 
1 sites 

9 

-::37--- structures 
___ objects 

---:3c7--- Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
fiJ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Re ister of Historic Places and meet the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opi . ts d s not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

/~29pg[-
Signature of certifying official Date 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

this property is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
Dother, (explain:) ________ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic-single dwelling 
Agri c1]l t1Jre/S1Jbsi stence 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwelling 
Agriculture/Subsistence 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation --.J;b=r:...;i=c=k-"--____________ _ 
walls bri ck 

roof metal 
other 1:JOod 

4fJ See continuation sheet 
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S tan d S 0 f t i rl1 be 'r'" '1 1 a p p e d at the i 'r-' no 'r" the as t e 'r" ned g e by the 
IrJ ate 'r" s 0 f the J 0 h n H . K e r" 1·... R e ~:3 e 1'" v 0 i 'r" ~ c:i n d E\ P a v e d '1''' 0 a d f'r" a met h e 
fields and pastures amidst which Rose Hill, Granville County's 
only antebellum brick dwelling, stands" Little changed through 
the years and maintained in exceptional condition, the double­
pile, two-story tall, Greek Revival style, former plantation seat 
is approached down a cedar-lined lane cut through spacious, well­
groomed lawns. Outbuildings from the bright leaf tobacco era are 
arrayed to its north side and rear. The large brick dwelling, 
set i nit sst 'r" i k i 'n g , g 'r" a c i 0 us 1 0 cat ion, w 0 u 1 d h a v e bee)""1 at h 0 rl1 e 
in Virginia, a state appropriately visible from its expansive 
q'r"ounds. 

Rose Hill is an appropriate name for the rich red brick~ hip 
1'" 0 0 fed, G 1'" €~ e i-.'. Ii e v i val sty 1 e d weI 1 i n g • T tH" e (7? 5 Y m met r" i c a I I Y P I ace d 
bays cross its southern front and northern rear elevations, while 
j, t s sid eel E0 vat i 0 Y'I S a 'r" e (:'? a c h m a '1''' ked by two bay s " The e Y'I t 1· ... i e san d 
six-over-six windows set into its thick, five-course, common bond 
walls are surmounted by shallow, triangular pediments. Circles 
and triangles of leaded glass, much of which is original, fill 
the sidelights and transom of the front entry. They provide the 
only relief in the otherwise strict symmetry of the dwelling's 
Greek Revival finish. The present Colonial Revival style front 
POl'" C h , sup pOl· ... ted by col u rll n s , was p 1· ... 0 b a b 1 Y e 'r'" e c ted 1 ate i nth e 
Y'I i Y'I e tee)"1 tho)"'" ear'" I yin the t wen tie t h ce )"1 t u 'r" Y , w hen the m a i 'r-I 
entrance was shifted from the south to' the north to accomodate a 
change in the state maintained road. The small columned side 
porch was also probably erected around thE same time. A small, 
two-story, brick ell and a glass enclosed atrium at the rear were 
added by the present owners, who acquired and began their 
restoration of the property in the late 1950s. 

I )""IS ide, t he house's cent e)"" ha 11lrJay a 1"1 d back toback, 
flanking rooms are finished with similar Greek Revival style 
mot i f s , bot h dow n s t a i 'r" san dab 0 v e . The s u 'r" 'r" 0 un d s Olrl bot h flo 0 'r" S 

are fluted with bull's-eye cornerblocks. All of the mantels but 
the c'r"'osset t ed one in t he west pa'r" I 01· ... a'r"'e simp I y f i)""1 i shed in post 
c.1 n d lin tel fa s h ion. The six - pan e 1 do 0 l'" S dow n s t a i 'r" san d the two­
panel doors above have matching soffits. The stairs are paneled 
ben eat han d h a v esc a 1 lop e d 5 t a i 'r" e)"1 d san d a Y'I 0 C t ~.:1 g on C.1 1 h a Y'I d 'r" ail, 
a shape favored at antebellum properties in the county. Physical 
evidence during interior work indicates that their run was 
reversed, probably when the front entrance of the house was 
shifted. The first and second floors were little touched over 
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the years~ other than the shifting of the stair. They were in 
dis )-" epa i )-" be 1'= 0 )." e the r.n'" e sen tow n e (' s , who)-'" e f i yo) ish edt he 0 n c e 
dirt-floored, brick-walled basement, restored them. 

Outbuildings on the property, set to the rear of the house 
[ II A lIon at t a c he cI s k etc h map Jan d 0 f ·f 0 fit s no )-"t h sid e a C)-" 0 S S a 
g )-" 0 om e d J. awn, a)· ... 0 w 0 f t)-" e e san d a fa )-... fJ1 I an e , d ate f)-" 0 mit s 
tenure as a bright leaf tobacco farm. Those to the house's rear 
- a frame garage [DJ and two frame corn cribs [8 and CJ - were 
built in the early twentieth century and are no longer 
contributing because their character ha~ been altered. The other 
outbuildings contribute to the property? 5 evocation of the bright 
lea f e)-'" a . The yin c Iud e f 0 u )-" log t 0 b a c cob c.i )-"' n s [ H, I , Jan c:l l~ J 
and a log striphouse [FJ, and two frame buildings - a packhouse 
[GJ and former tenant house [EJ. RII were raised around the turn 
oft he c e n t u )--. Y .. 



Certifying official has considered the significance of 

Dnationally 

property in relation to other properties: 

D statewide fXJ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria []:A DB Olc Do 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A DB Dc DoD E 0 F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Agriculture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
circa ]834- 1937 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
lmknoWD 

Significant Dates 

circa 1834 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[XI See continuation sheet 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Not only is Rose Hill the sole surviving plantation era 
brick dwelling in Granville County, but it is also a handsomely 
finished, well-maintained and little altered example of the Greek 
Revival style. (See associated Property Type 2 - Greek Revival 
and Romantic Style Dwellings) Set on a large estate with 
carefully groomed lawns, expanses of fields and pastures, and a 
1 a k e t 0 its '(' ear' , it)· ... eta ins the g )' ... a c i 0 us c;\ t rll 0 s ph e)''' e i t m us t h €.i V e 
had during the antebellum years. The brick walls and finish of 
the former plantation seat are significant in both material and 
design. Outside, the dwelling's brick en framed openings are 
crowned with triangular pediments and its entry is en framed by 
round and triangular leaded glass elements unique in local Greek 
Revival style properties. Inside, all its rooms and hallways, 
downstairs and above, retain a full compliment of Greek Revival 
style decorative motifs, including post and lintel and crossetted 
mantels, fluted and bull?s-eye cornerblock surrounds and two- and 
six-panel doors. Built in sight of Virginia, in a material and 
two-room deep f00m much more commonly found in that state, it 
represents the county's close connections with its northern 
neighbor', as WE?ll ae:: the way of life of i'.:\ IrJealthy, local, 
plantation Era planter. (See associated Historic Context 1 - The 
Plantation Era in Granville County, 1746-1865J Its significance 
also extends beyond the Civil War. Coupled with its many 
surviving tobacco related outbuildings, including a turn of the 
century tenant house, it is significant as the center of a bright 
1 e a f e)'''' a t 0 b a c c 0 fa)''' m . ( See ass 0 cia ted His to)''' ice 0 n t ext 2 
Bright Leaf Tobacco and Rural Granville County, 1866-1937, and 
associated Property Type 6 - Outbuildings) The property has been 
in use as a traditional bright leaf tobacco farm within the past 
50 years; its period of significance has been assigned a closing 
date of 1937, ho~ever, because it has not achieved exceptional 
importance within the past half century. 

The slaves of John Joseph Speed (1803-1870) and Ann 
Strachan Jones (1807-1851) his first wife - made the bricks for 
the dwelling on the property and erected it in 1834, according to 
Speed family descendants. [1J A deed made by Henry Young to a 
J' 0 h n S. S pee d 0 f I'Ti e c k 1 e'n b u )' ... g Co un t y, Vi)''' gin i a, f 0)''' 8 (> 8 a c r'" e s 0 f 
land in 1830 [Deed Book 4, Page 334J is probably the original 
dee d f 0 ).", the p)'''' 0 per" t y. Al tho ugh the rn i d d ], e i nit i a J. i s II S II )' .... a the r .... 
t hay", II J lion the dee d , the 1 0 cat i 0 y, 0 f the 1 a Y', d , the s i mil a)'''' i t Y 0 f 
names, the lack of other deeds to Speed during the decade and the 
fact that he came to Granville from Mecklenburg County suggest 
t hat i tis the dee d f 0)''' the P)'-' 0 P e)''' t y. ( I n a dee d t 0 ,-T 0 h n J' • 
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Speed [Deed Book 15, Page 354J dated 1848 he was referred to as 
J 0 I") '(1 S . t3 p f2 E? din t h E~ i '('1 d E' >< i::\ n d i'n the dee d i:\ S ~'J ell ~ u 'n til the S 
was inked over and converted to a In) If the dwelling was indeed 
raised in 1834, it is the oldest example of the Greek Revival 
style in the county. This early appearance of the style would 
not be surprising, for the house was connected to Virginia 
through its size~ material and, of course, Speedu And numerous 
antebellum houses standing across the Virginia line in 
Mecklenburg and Halifax counties exhibit far earlier connections 
with the Greek Revival style than those surviving in Granville 
County. The house and farm remained in the family until John 
Joseph's son, John S. Speed, sold his part interest in it in 1905 
CDeed Book 58, Page 597J. In 1932 it was purchased by David T. 
Winston, one of northern Granville County's larger landowners, as 
his residence [Deed Book 93, Page 132J. The dwelling and farm 
were subsequently purchased by his grandson, J. Pratt Winston, in 
1959 [Deed Book 150, Page 298J. He has restored the interior and 
added a small two-story addition and glass-walled atrium at the 
'I'-'sa)'-'n 

[ 1 ] I '('I t E~ ) .... v :i. E? l,AJ vJ:i t h f a rn :i 1 Y des c e '('1 d E\ jrl t '} To fIl f3 pee d ~ (J c t 0 be )-". , 1 '::) 8 6 



Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Interview vlith Tom Speed, Family descendant, October, 1986. 

United States Y~nuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public 
Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Su~ey# ________________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ______________________________ _ 

10. Geographical Data 
50 acres Acreage of property approxima tely 

UTM References 

A LLJ ,:=-' --,-I --:-,-1 ---'---'----'---' 
Zone Easting 

, 1 , 1 

Northing 
C LLJ , , 1 , , 1 , 1 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[X] State historic prese~ation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

B LLJ , , 1 , 

Zone Easting 
D LLJ , , 1 I 

GJ See continuation sheet 

[K] See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 

, 1 , 1 

Northing 

I 1 I 1 

name/title Harvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian 
organization Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date _8:::..,,/I.-.:1=-8=-.J/c.....;8::....;7:-______________ _ 
street & number P. O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres, Officel telephone --'9:::.....:1=-=9::-.---==6:..::::9..::::3~-_=1_.!.4.:::...9=_1 ______ _ 
city or town Oxford state N. C. zip code 27565 
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W.I.!~L..J~.s_E.sBs.N~E.;.9.. 

'lO'ne East;in~l 1\lo)"-.t hi n g 

,~ 17 7138;:::0 404'+ 750 

B 17 713770 '+04'+E:8(> 

C' 17 713870 4(>LJ·L,·140 

D 17 714280 '+04L~080 

E 17 71 f.~2~.s0 4(>LJ·LI·330 

I=- 17 71 L~ 1 70 1.1' (>,y. LJ· c: 5 0 

G 17 71 L~ II 0 L~ 0 L~ L~ i.::: '3 0 

H 17 71 '+i.~:00 40'+Lj·500 

OMB Aprxovru No. 1024-XJ18 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ZonE.' Ea~~t in~~ NOl"'t hi )"'g 

I l7 71 LI·:t. 30 '+OL~L~600 

J 17 714030 40'+4580 

1-< 17 7140Lj·0 4041.1·570 

L. 17 713950 4044570 

Iyl l7 713940 401.1·'+600 

1".1 17 7138~:::0 40i~i~6i.:::O 

0 17 713980 f+OL~L~ 7 80 

Beginning at point A: 17 713820 4044750 on the USGS 
polygon, where the tree line meets the east side of state Road 
1442, continuing south along the east side of State Road 1442 
approximately 1200 feet to point B~ 17 713770 4044280 on the 
polygon, where the east side of State Road 1442 meets the south 
sid e 0 f the fa)''' m 1 an e . Con tin u i n g e a s t a Ion g the sou t h sid e 0 f 
the farm lane approximately 1200 feet to point D: 17 714280 
4044080 on the ~olygon, where the south side of the farm lane 
meets the tree line. Continuing in a straight line northwest 
approximately 600 feet, along the edge of the woods, to point E: 
17 714250 4044330 on the polygon, where the tree line meets the 
320 foot elevation line (marked on the USGS polygon). Continuing 
along the 320 foot elevation line as it turns west and then north 
approximately 1600 feet to point L: 17 713960 4044670 on the 
po]. Y g 0 n , ~J he)"" e the 320 f 0 0 t 1 i n e me e t s the t )." eel i n e . Con tin u i n g 
in a straight line southwest approximately 100 feet, along the 
edge of the woods, to point M: 17 713940 4044600 on the polygon, 
where the tree line turns west. Continuing in a straight line 
v-J est a p p)"" 0 x i fI1 ate 1 y 350 fee t , a Ion g the e d g e 0 f the woo d s , t 0 

point N: 713820 4044620 on the polygon where the tree line.turns 
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no (' the a st. Con tin u i '1'"1 ~l ina s t r'" a i 9 h t lin e nOr'" the a s tap p r"' 0 x i rll ate 1 y 
300 feet, along the edge of the woods, to point O~ 17 713(:)80 
4044780 on the polygon, where the tree line turns west. 
Continuing in a straight line west, along the edge of the woods, 
approximately 550 feet to the point of origin. 

Approximately 50 acres that include the dwelling, 
outbuildings, and fields that have been a historic part of the 
property, maintain historic integrity and convey the property?s 
historic setting are being nominated for the National Register. 
The remaining acreage has been excuded because it is not known 
with certainty to be historically associated with the property or 
because it is now woodland and is no longer used for farm 
production. In the latter case the land use has substantially 
changed so that it no longer contributes to the historic 
s i g n i f i can ceo r" his tor'" i c i n t e g 'r'" i t Y 0 f the p 'r" 0 per" t y a s a 
plantation era or bright leaf era farm. 

The western boundary from UTM points A to B includes the 
dwelling~ and fields to its east and excludes property not known 
with certainty to be historically associated with the house to 
its we st. The sou the ) .... n b 0 un dar'" y f r'" 0 rn U T IYJ poi n t s B t 0 Din c Iud e s 
the fields to its north and excludes property to its south not 
k now Y'I wit h c e r'" t a i n t y t 0 be his to)· ... i cally ass 0 cia ted wit h the 
house. The eastern boundary from UTM points D to E includes the 
fields to its west and excludes woodland to its east. The 
eastern boundary from UTM points E to L includes the fields to 
its west and exdludes property not owned by the owner to its 
east. The northern boundary from UTM points L to M, M to N, N 
to 0 and 0 to A includes the dwelling, and outbuildings to its 
south and excludes woodland to its north. 
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